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oall had to go to the telephone exochange ard use one of their
phones. Generally speaking the only places where telephone
installations were made were in offiolal agencies, offices of
key peraonnel, and in private hoges of VIPs. |

whather 1t was possible for private persons to make long dis-
tance phone ocalls. .

4, | |4t was posaible to reach a long distence op-
'ator by using any local telephone inmstrument.
aeversl Boviet chiefs had done this in
oonnsotion with official busineas. According to these Soviets,
the procedure was first to contact the local opsrstor, who
would route the call through the -eity of L&lkhinntﬁgzigghggjggj

10 kms southeast of Rubezhnoye and then to Moscow,

5. The connsction with the above named neighboring town was sc-
complished in a very few minutes, but certainly not as rapidly
a8 Would be accomplished with an automatic system.

hat the menetary rates were for any type of call. 4&l-
though the Germap specialista were allowed to use the telegraph
faoilities, | ldo not know
what the rates were, :

6. The tele h end telephone lines were all overhead lines,
andﬁna lines which were installed underground.

RADIOB AND RARIO STATBIONS

7. | | the exmet location, but about 1% kms aouth-
east of Rubezhnoye was a small barbed wire enclosed area, which
vas rumored to bHe a small ammunition dump. The area was sbout
100m x 40m, in the middle of which stood two steel masts on the
top of which a plain wire antenna was stretched. The masts
resendbling ship masts atood about 90 - 100m apart. [ |ne
nore information on this subject.

€. Juet before| May 1951, four types of radio sets ef
~ 8oviet manufaciure were availsble to the public 4{n prices '
ranging between 300 - 1560 rudles. All sets except Jhe least
oxpersivo had a short wave band. The "Recori®, whisk cost abeut
500 rubles, kad three multiple purposs tubes (pantodes), amd one
reotifier fer 110/220 Y. The mest expensive sets had an aute-
Batic volume cemtrol.

9. The hobdy of radio buildimg was guite popular among the younger
.people of the town of Rubeshnoys, and the deek stores whiok md
techniecal literature on radic Building availghle wers always
"f11led with yeungsters imtsrested in this hedhy. There was &
law however, that made it imperative for all radies te be rogin-
tored vhen home buili. The registration teek place alse at the
telephone and telegraph exchange.
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10. The purchase of spare parta end tubes was possible in the variocus
state oWned storss ani the bazanr. There never seemed to be any
_shortages of this commodity.| = |how wide spread the 50X1-HUM
use of redios waz among the population, but the price of 500 rubles
for the "Record™ radio was very rsssqnable for the wage standard
of the Boviet workers in Rubeshngye.

11, | | an official ;nnqnncan-nt or law which spscifi- S50X1-HUM
oally prohibited listening to foreign broadcasts, and |

[anyone being apprehended for this practice. | - 50X1-HUM

it vaz safo %o aesume that those -who had radios were sxposed to 50X1-HUM

foreign drogdossts. As a metter of fact, many[  |HBoviet co-
workers listened to | _ | ae was discovered from 50X1-HUM
casugl conversetions with them. This of course was kept strictly

seoret, and no mention was ever made when 1%t was thought that

willing ears could overhear their conversations.

A 12, There wa# one central public -address system in the town of

‘ Rubezhnoye (locstion unknown) which was apparently controlled
from the telephone and telegraph exchange. There were several
loudepeskers in open public places; and also & poseibility of
a oconnection in homes,

50X1-HUM

13, | | any Jamming on any wave length in the radiocs
in Rubezhnoye, and if there was such a procedure in force, it
never became obvious. Radio reception was poor before 2200
hours because of the general wideepread use of the electrical
system, dbut never such that it wee not possible to hear long
or short wave broadcasts.

TRANSPORTATION
Railroads

4. " |from Germany route of travel was from 50X1-HUM
Wolfen in Germany to Rubezhnoye, through Brest, Smolensk and
Moscow. In Brest the Soviet rpil gauge tracks began and )
transferred from one train onto a Soviet typs. There were
no other gauge changes between Brsst and Rubezhnoye. From S0X1-HUM
Brest to Moscow the line was double tracked, and not electri-
fied, a8 was the line from Moscow to Rubezhumoye. Throughout
the trip to and from Rubezbnoye very little of the
train system itself, | \ 50X1-HUM
\ | There were numerous siops along
the way because of many broken sections of lines, and it seemed

that every 50~ 60 kms. [  |stopped for as long as three 50X1-HUM
hours. Construction gangs were a common sight and most of them
were probably prisoners of war or slave laborers. | | 50X1-HUM
one thing | |in Rubezhnoye, however,

|The road bed was not covered 50X1'HU“4
with crushed rock, but the tiec were '1sid on hard packed dirt. '

’
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Tho ties themselves ldoked as if they were of pine or some other

light colored wood, and were not treatéd with tar. When a track

was laid, the r.}ll wore fastened onto the ties upon a flat car,

and the whole completed seotion was laild onto the road bed, not

individually, q-[f::::::::::]&dnq in Qermany. The rails thom- 50%1-HUM
" selves were fnoiencd to the ties with large sorew type bolts,
. never ss¥ a dlepel epngine]  [n the USER, and do not kmov where

‘they eperated. . [in May 1951,] tiken  S0X1-HUM

slong anbther: route via Kharkov, the southern route., Froam

Rubeshioye all. the way to Brest, the line was double tracked and

in good vomdition. There were faow stops, and tholo were of a

shoxt duration, -

18, [ Jat-Brest/;  \ another item which may be'of interest. 50X1-HUM
German tenk cers which arrived from the interior of Germany
wers Bot {ranslosded, but after soeme adjustment in the unders
oarriage, oontinued on their way on Soviet rail gauge traocke. | |
. . } [adjustments were made, bBut when these cars cora
| ) tinued on thelr way on the Soviét rail gauge tracke, they rode 50X1-HUM
: on only a¥out half of the Soviet rail gauge rnill{:j::hnver nee 50X1-HUM
tioed any building of what would seem like electrical lines sany=- °°
whoro along our route into the USSR,

16. All tho locomotives [ meen in the USSR were in good 50X1-HUM
operating order and were clean and almast new looking. The rest
of the relling stock was in battered and dirty condition as

evidenced by t%ggﬁxpgggtggaxg on n3z441:.t1:A;Lan;Lgmi##T
[gigthg;!ﬁsn. 50X1-HUM

| It seemed that all freight
trains were. elwgys full of free riders; giving one the impression
that there were no passenger traims available. This practice
resulted in mpny fatal accidents to these riders. After 1949 -
the govornqnnt took etrict messures ageinst riding the rails, and
anyone cewght would-be inmediastely arrested.
| The passenger oars| |

from the USSR, were of the pre-World War I vintags, and
Iorc in.a h.i lta.tc of repair. There was no sentral heating
and ‘leat ves obtained from'a coal or wood buzner placed in the
niddle: of, the car. Most of the ogrs were without running watez,
acqponituttlt the extraction of hot water from the lecemotive
for washking &nd cooking purposes. The only luxury cars |
\v-ro of German make which were being routed from Brest,’
_they went from there,

'50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

[ Mot water was also n;do
aveiladle at stations for a nominal fes.

COFPFrIDINTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11 B4 : CIA-RDP§1 -01030R0001 90440003-9 .



————

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/04 : CIA-RDP81-01030R000100440003-9

£

11. /

CONPIDENTIAL [ ] 50X1-HUM
-5 _
thore were diners snd all modern facilities aboard 50X1-HUM

-

express trains iravelling betwsen large cities.

ELOMATS

1.

19.

50X1-HUM
411 roads

in and ayound thid ares t(ri‘ﬁnrurrtu-uTAnxruApuvxvuTAwlrt roads,
The only awrfacing was in the town itself, gnd this was a rough
type of aodbelestone. Most roqfngggxg level., not built uy, with no

| P about Sm wide. 50X1-HUM

fully 1oaded three and five fon truoke used them

without @iffioulty. There was no new road construction going on S0X1-HUM
anywhere in or near Rubeshnoye, but repair crews worked diligently
in the late spring repairing the winter and early spring damage.
Oenerally the roads wers full of deep holes which sonmetimes

_ reached a depth of oie meter.

The state of vehicles in Rubsszhnoye was as bad as the roads; they
were badly worn and in a poer state of repair. The only trucke’ |
[ /were of the two and one half - three ton olass. The majority
were tares ten. They were sither old Studebakexe or anoient flo- S50X1-HUM
viet medels. These vehicles were all crank started amd were held |
tegether literally with string and bailing wire, Rubeshnoye was
alse the Rappy ownér ef two very old model busses. One was a
Soviet model for 14 passengers and the other a German make for
25 passengers. These two busses ran a shuttle between Rubeshuoye
and & small town nerth east for workers employed at the Khimkom-
binat. Im sdditiom to the ‘truok vehicles, thers wers aldéo two or
thrée "Moshvitohs" in this town for the use of the Pirector of the
plaat end Ney persennsl. These were hand started oars.

Wo¥ many trucks and passengsr cars there were all 4in all,

| | the systen of licence plate numbering. Motor- S50X1-HUM

oyeles were almost snheard of here, the only one or two which 8id

. exist ware very old and noipy models. Bioycles were hecoming mers

nuigerous in . the town of Rubeshnoye| | im 1951, and these  50X{_HUM

were the pride of 'all wio were fortumate énoughtown elie, Where the

g0.

bicyeles were purchased, | | The only repair shop and  50%{-HUM
£111iag station in or around Rubezhnoye was in the Khimkombinat:

grounds and was owned and operated Wy this plant. Indeed the most

commen means: of. transportation was the ecommon Wagon or cart. These

" were seen in-great numbers-far outnuabering the wotor vshioles.

Most of the traffic in this ares was freight, and prapgtically all
was motorised. The Soviets used motor vehicles té iransport
everything, for sdme resson not relying on rail transportation at
all, or at leset net moticeadly so.

: 50X1-HUM
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